DEC. 29]                       ST THOMAS, B. M.

The Archbishop of York, a man whose life rendered him unworthy of
that character, and the bishops of London and Salisbury, mortal enemies
to the saint, began again to alienate the king from him by renewing in
his breast former jealousies. The archbishop waited on his majesty at Tour^
but could obtain no more than a promise of the restitution of his lands
when he should be arrived in England. In the meantime he gave leave to
the officers of the Archbishop of York to plunder all the goods of his
church, and the harvest of that year. Nevertheless, the archbishop having
been seven years absent, resolved to return to his church, though expecting
to meet the crown of martyrdom. Writing to the king, he closed his letter
as follows: " With your majesty's leave I return to my church, perhaps to
die there, and to hinder at least by my death its entire destruction. Your
majesty is able yet to make me feel the effects of your clemency and religion.
But whether I live or die, I will always preserve inviolably that charity
which I bear you in our Lord. And whatever may happen to me, I pray
God to heap all his graces and good gifts on your majesty and on your
children/' The holy archbishop prepared himself for his journey with a
heart filled with the love of the Cross of Christ, and breathing nothing but
the sacrifice of himself in his cause. Many French noblemen furnished
him with money and all necessaries. That he might thank the King of
France, he went to Paris and lodged in the abbey of canon regulars of
St Victor, where one of his hair shirts is still preserved. On the octave
of St Austin, their patron, he was desired to preach, and made an excellent
sermon on those words, "And his dwelling was made in peace.*'1 In
taking leave of the French king, he said, " I am going to seek my death
in.England." His majesty answered, " So I believe"; and pressed him
to stay in his dominions, promising that nothing should be wanting to
him there. The saint said, " The will of God must be accomplished,"
He sent over to England the sentence of suspension and interdict which
the pope had pronounced against the Archbishop of York and his accom-
plices in several unwarrantable proceedings, and excommunication against
Renald of Broke and certain others. The saint embarked at Wksan, near
Calais, but landed at Sandwich, where he was received with ^incredible
acclamations of joy. He had escaped several ambuscades of his enemies
on the road. The Archbishop of. York demanded absolution from his
censures in a threatening manner; St Thomas meekly offered it on coaditioo
the other, according to the custom of the church, would swear to submit
to the conditions which should be enjoined him. The other refiised to do
this, and went over to Normandy with the bishops of London and Salisbury
to accuse the archbishop to the king, in doing which passion tnade slander
pass for truth. The king, in a transport of fury, cried out, and repeated
several times, that " He cursed all those whom he had honoured with tuft